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BEFORE GOING 
TO THE THEATRE 
Welcome to Holmes and Watson, Private Detectives! Are you ready to go to the theatre?
We are sure you will have a lot of fun!

Now answer the following questions. Good luck!

1. Do you know a famous private detective? Tell us something about him or her :)
Draw and describe!

The activity is free and open. It would be great if you previously give them some examples 
of famous detectives or superheroes.

For example: She is smart, she is tall...
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2. Now read the summary of the play.
Ask for a volunteer to read out loud. Students can underline the words they don’t know, so 
you can easily check if they have understood everything or not.

Holmes and Watson receive a visit from Mary Smith. She is really scared because she thinks 
that her father is in danger. Mary Smith tells the detectives that her father knows things 
about the Spanish Mafia. Holmes and Watson promise her that they will solve the case. But 
they find out that other detectives want to solve the case.
Mary Smith meets Holmes and Watson in her father’s house. After the visit, Holmes tells 
Mary that she will meet her father that night in Hyde Park.
Mary goes to Hyde Park and...

3. How does the story end? It’s a surprise! Now use your imagination! Work in groups 
of four. Invent the conclusion of the story. Write it here. Then share it with the other 
groups. Be creative :)

Make groups of 4 people. The answer is free and open. Let them work and make them read 
the conclusions of the stories they have invented. Ask them which ones they think are the 
most original.
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4. You will see the characters on stage. But...how do you imagine them? Draw them 
here! Be creative :)

To do this exercise, it would be good if you can show them a couple of 
pictures of famous detectives or superheroes to “get inspired.”

Sherlock Holmes He is clever and smart...

Watson

Mary Smith

After the play

5. Welcome back! Write three good things about the play.

For example, “the actors are really good.”

Now read them to your friends.

The answer is free and open.

1

2

3
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6. Now order the sequences of scenes.  Then share your answer with the whole class.

SEQUENCE NUMBER 

Holmes and Watson visit a flat 6

The Inspector tells Dr. Watson that they are not the only detectives 
involved in this case. 4

Mary Smith visits Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson for the first time. 2

A tourist takes a picture of Mary Smith and the man with dark glasses. 3

Two men chase Jeremy Smith. 1

The tourist turns out to be Sherlock Holmes. 5

Mary Smith shoots someone in Hyde Park. 7

The Inspector arrests Mary Smith/Maria Lopez. 8

7. What about the characters? What are they like? Draw them here! Now work in  
couples. Compare your descriptions with the descriptions in question 4. Are they similar? 
Are they different?

After finishing, make couples, student A and B. Student A will show the 
drawings he or she made in question 4. Student B will show the drawings 
he or she made below. Together, student A and B have to list similarities 
and differences between the two drawings. Once they finish, they change 

roles. Student A will show the drawings he or she made below while student B will show 
the ones he or she made in question 4. They will do the same exercise again.

Sherlock Holmes He is clever and smart...

Watson

Mary Smith

 

Who is your favourite character from the play?
Join the classmates who like the same character. Prepare a short  
presentation with your group based on the topic “We like (name of the 
character) because...” Remember, everybody should talk. :)
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8. Now work in groups of four. Create a comic book about the play!  You can write, draw 
and colour your comic book. Then show it to the rest of the class and talk about it. Be 
creative!

THE LIST OF SCENES CAN BE USEFUL :)
To do this activity, the students will 
need colours and one sheet of white 
A2 paper per group. The students have 
to summarize all the information they 
have collected so far (with the play and 
with this guide) about the story. The 
comic they will create will be the final 
result of the entire process. The students 
should include as much information as 
possible. Then each group can show its 
comic and explain the story again. The 
list of scenes below should be used as 
a guide to help them remember the  
sequence of facts.

HOLMES AND WATSON PRIVATE DETECTIVES

Introduction Jeremy Smith is in danger!

Scene 1 Holmes and Watson’s office, one morning.

Scene 2 An open air café in Covent Garden, the same day.

Scene 3 Holmes and Watson’s new office, this afternoon.

Scene 4 In Jeremy Smith’s flat.

Scene 5 Hyde Park, at night.

The end :)

Thanks for your great work! 
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