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BEFORE GOING 
TO THE THEATRE 
Welcome to The Ugly Duckling!
Are you ready to go to the theatre?
We are sure you will have a lot of fun!
Now answer the following questions. Good luck!

1. The Ugly Duckling is the story of a family. What is your family like? Stick a photo of 
your family here.

To do this exercise it’s important that you previously tell the students to bring a photo of 
their family. Once they stick the photo to the paper, they will describe it. Please make sure 
they practice the vocabulary they already know about family (for example, sister, brother, 
etc.). Please write the vocabulary on the whiteboard; it might be helpful for them.
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Now describe your family! Draw their faces and fill in the table below.

Let the students draw the portrait of each family member. Now they can write the  
description they have just made orally.

Family member’s 
portrait

Description

For example: She is smart, she is tall...
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2. Let’s start with the story!

Please make the students read the paragraph out loud. Please ask them if there are words 
they don’t understand.

Mummy Duck and Daddy Duck will have two baby ducks, but... surprise! They find a third 
egg. The next day three ducks are born! One of them is different. The other two ducklings 
make fun of her. How sad! But Mummy Duck and Daddy Duck are not worried. They love 
their three baby ducklings! Suddenly, a cat arrives....

3. How does the story end? It’s a surprise! Now use your imagination! Work in groups 
of four. Invent the conclusion of the story. Write it here. Then share it with the other 
groups. Be creative :)

The answer is open and free. Please encourage students to use their imagination and to 
discuss their ideas in English and with the whole class. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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4. You will see the duck family onstage. But...how do you imagine them? Draw them 
here! Be creative :)

The answer is open and free. Please encourage students to use their imagination and to 
discuss their ideas in English with the whole class.
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5. Is the duck family like your family? Is it similar? Is it different? Why? Write your ideas 
and share them with the whole class.

The answer is open and free. Please encourage students to use their imagination and to 
discuss their ideas in English and with the whole class.  You know your students. Please 
decide how far you want to go with this exercise, as it involves emotions and feelings.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

After the play

6. Welcome back! Write three good things about the play.
For example, “the actors are really good.”
Now read them to your friends.

 The answer is free and open.

1

2

3
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7. New vocabulary!
Place the following words in the right place. Then share your answers with the whole 
class.

SCENT, SWAN, TRAIL, FEATHER, PAW

PAW SCENT

TRAIL FEATHER

SWAN
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8. Who said that?
Match each sentence with the right character.  Then share your answer with the whole 
class.

Sentence Character

“Your parents don’t love you.” Ugly Duckling

“The colour of your feathers doesn’t matter.” Brother and Sister Duckling

“Family is whoever loves you and gives you 
the warmth of a home. It doesn’t matter 
how different you are from your family. Love 
is what really matters.”

The Cat

“I just want to remember the smell of my 
home. In case I want to come back some 
day.”

Mummy Duck

“Your feathers are not yellow like ours.” The Dog

Ask the students which character they liked the most and why. Depending on their 
answers, set groups of students who gave the same answer. Each group has to prepare a 
short oral presentation/description about their character. If there are more than 5 people 
who liked the same character, you can create 2 or more groups. Each group cannot be 
made up of more than 5 students. Once they finish, students have to share their 
presentation with the whole class. Make sure that everybody in the group has a part to 
explain during the presentation.

Which is your favourite character from the play?
Join the classmates who like the same character. 
Prepare a short presentation with your group based on the topic 
“We like (name of the character) because...” Remember, everybody talks :)
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9. What about you?

The answer is open and free. Please encourage students to discuss their ideas in English 
and with the whole class.  You know your students. Please decide how far you want to go 
with this exercise, as it involves emotions and feelings.

In your opinion, what does different mean?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Do you feel different from your classmates sometimes? Why?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Did you ever feel sad like the Ugly Duckling? When?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

10. Now it’s time to be creative! Work in groups of four. Choose one of the following 
three words:

FAMILY, DIFFERENCE, FRIENDSHIP

Represent it with a collage! You can stick, draw, write...
Design a first draft here.

To do this activity, students will need colours, old newspapers, recycled materials, glue, 
scissors and whatever is needed to do a collage. Students have to summarize all the  
information and the opinions they have collected so far (with the play and with this guide) 
about one of the three concepts. The collage they will create will be the final result of the 
entire process. Students should include as much information as possible. Then each group 
can show its collage and talk about it with the whole class. The rest of the class and you 
can ask questions. You know your students. Please decide how far you want to go with this 
exercise, as it involves emotions and feelings.
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Now explain the meaning of your collage to the rest of the class and decorate your 
classroom!

Well done!

Thanks for your great work! 
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SONGS

Quack quack honk

All       
Quack Quack Honk!
Quack Quack Honk!
Quack Quack Honk!
Quack Quack Honk!
We are here, we are born.
We are here, we are born.
We are here, we are born.
Quack Quack Quack Quack Honk!
Quack Quack Quack Quack Honk!

Brother duckling
I am here, I’m the brother duck
I am happy, and I say quack..

Sister duckling
I am here, I’m the sister duck
I am happy, and I say quack.

All
We are here, we are born.
We are here, we are born.
We are here, we are born.
Quack Quack Quack Quack Honk!
Quack Quack Quack Quack Honk!

Ugly duckling
I am here, I’m at home
I am happy, and I say honk

All
Quack Quack Quack Quack Honk!
We are here to laugh, 
We are here to dance.
Quaaaack, Quaaaack, Honk.
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SONGS

ALL THE THINGS YOU CAN DO

Mummy duck
You can use your wings to fly
feeling happy up in the sky.

Daddy duck
You can swim across the lake
make new friends so you can play.

Both
These are all the things you can do,
what you choose is up to you.

Mummy duck
And if you work hard enough
you can do anything you love.

Ugly duckling
I can use my wings to fly
feeling happy up in the sky.
I can swim across the lake
make new friends so we can play.

Mummy duck
These are all the things you can do.

Ugly duckling
These are all the things I can do.

Daddy duck
These are all the things you can do.

Mummy duck/Ugly duckling
Everything is thanks to you.

(All repeat)

Mummy/Daddy
You can use your wings to fly
feeling happy up in the sky.
You can swim across the lake
make new friends so you can play.

Mummy/Daddy
These are all the things you can do.

Ugly ducking
These are all the things I can do.

Mummy/Daddy
What you choose is up to you.

Ugly ducking
Everything is thanks to you.
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SONGS

Friendship

Dog
Friendship is playing
throwing a stick.
Friendship is sharing
a good piece of meat.

Friendship is caring
for you and for me.
Friendship means
you and I are family.

Friendship, friendship, we are friends.         
Because friendship never, never ends. 

Dog/Ugly duckling
Friendship, friendship, we are friends.
Never ends.

Dog
Friendship, friendship, we are friends.
Because friendship never, never ends.
Friendship, friendship, we are friends.
Never ends.

Ugly duckling             
Friendship is hugging
and sharing our dreams.
Friendship makes me happy
and I want to sing.

Dog (spoken)
Yes, you are right. 

Ugly duckling          
Friendship is caring
for you and for me.
Friendship means
you and I are family.

Dog/Ugly duckling      
Friendship, friendship, we are friends.
Because friendship never, never ends.
Friendship, friendship, we are friends.
Never ends. (x4)
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SONGS

LOVE SONG

Swan
Nobody told you you’re a beautiful swan?
Look at yourself in the lake, open your eyes.
Isn’t it funny? What a wonderful coinciden-
ce!
Now we are together, come to my arms.

Ugly duckling
I never thought this could happen to me.
That I would be as happy as I can be (yeah)
My reflection, I can’t believe it.
Now I’m just like you, can you see?

Both
Listen to your heart
when you feel you’re alone.
Listen to your heart,
you’ll never swim on your own.
If you think you are different
you’re not the only one,
listen to your heart.
you are a beautiful swan. 

Both
Listen to your heart
when you feel you’re alone.
Listen to your heart,
you’ll never swim on your own.
If you think you are different
you’re not the only one.
Listen to your heart
you are a beautiful swan.

Listen to your heart when you feel you’re 
alone.
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SONGS

SEE YOU LATER

Ugly duckling
No matter where you are.
No matter if you’re far away.
Your family and friends,
will love you anyway.
When you are sad and lonely
and nothing seems okay.
Remember that happiness.
Can be found in any place.
In any place.

All
Sing with us, see you later.
Don’t be sad, this is not goodbye.
Sing with us, see you later.
In the end, all things will be fine.
Sing with us, see you later.
Don’t be sad, this is not goodbye.
Sing with us, see you later.

Ugly duckling
All things will be fine.

Swan
No matter where you are.

Mother duck
No matter if you’re far away.

Ugly duckling
Your family and friends,
will love you anyway.
Mummy duck
When you are sad and lonely, oh yeah.

Swan
And nothing seems okay.

Ugly duckling/swan
Remember that happiness.
Can be found in any place.

Ugly duckling
In any place.

All
Sing with us, see you later.
Don’t be sad, this is not goodbye.
Sing with us, see you later.
In the end, all things will be fine. 
Sing with us, see you later.
Don’t be sad, this is not goodbye.
Sing with us, see you later.
All things will be fine.

This is not, this is not, this is not goodbye. 
(x4)

Sing with us, see you later.
Don’t be sad, this is not goodbye.
Sing with us, see you later.
In the end, all things will be fine. 
Sing with us, see you later.
Don’t be sad, this is not goodbye.
Sing with us, see you later.
All things will be fine.
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SING WITH TRANSEDUCA

Theatre is always great!
 I like, you like the show. 
Everything is always funny, with Transeduca, 
I like, you like the show. 

Theatre is always great! 
Hello, have a good show! 
Everybody clap your hands, 
one, two, three and four. 

And now, let’s sing! La, la, la, la. 
Again! La, la, la, la. 
I cannot hear you! La, la, la, la. 
Transeduca is your choice.

And now, clap your hands! Clap, clap, clap, 
clap. 
Come on, louder! Clap, clap, clap, clap. 
You can do it better! Clap, clap, clap, clap. 
Transeduca is your choice.

Theatre is always great! 
I like, you like the show. 
Everything is always funny, with Transeduca, 
I like, you like the show.

Theatre is always great! 
Hello, have a good show! 
Everybody clap your hands, one, two, three 
and four. 
And now, everybody give us a kiss. Kiss, kiss, 
kiss, kiss. 
Yes, we love kisses! Kiss, kiss, kiss, kiss. 
The teachers, as well! Kiss, kiss, kiss, kiss. 
Transeduca is your choice.

And now, everybody says goodbye! Goodb-
ye, goodbye. 

Come on, everybody! Goodbye, goodbye. 
Say it loud and clear! Goodbye goodbye. 
Transeduca is your choice.
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